
Breslaw’s Last Legacy 1784


Clubs Hearts Spades Diamonds

Ace a letter your house death, spite, or

quarrelling


a ring

Two a false friend

Three fighting a kiss tears speaking with a 
friend

Four a strange bed a marriage bed a sick bed

Five a bundle a present a surprise a settlement

Six a child

Seven a prison a removal

Eight confusion new clothes a road way new clothes

Nine merry-making feasting a disappointment business

Ten going by water some place of 
amusement

sickness a journey

Multiples drink love vexation money
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Clubs Hearts Spades Diamonds

Ace promises great wealth, 
much prosperity in life, and 
tranquility of mind.


signifies feasting and 
pleasure; if the Ace is 
attended by Spades, it 
foretells quarrelling; if by 
Hearts, it shows affection 
and friendship; if by 
Diamonds, you will hear of 
some absent friend; if by 
Clubs, it denotes 
merrymaking.

totally relates to the affairs 
of love, without specifying 
whether lawful or unlawful; 
it also signifies death, when 
the card is upside down.


signifies a letter.

Deuce shows that there will be 
some unfortunate 
opposition to your favourite 
inclination, which will much 
disturb you.

shows that extraordinary 
success and good fortune 
will attend this person; 
though if unfavourable 
cards attend, this will be a 
long time delayed.

always signifies a coffin, but 
who it is for must depend 
entirely on the cards that 
are near it.


denotes that your heart will 
be engaged in love at an 
early period; that your 
friends will not approve 
your choice; and that if you 
marry without their consent 
they will hardly forgive you.

Trey shows that you will be three 
times married, and each 
time to a wealthy person.

shows that your own 
imprudence will greatly 
contribute to your 
experiencing the ill will of 
others.

shows that you will be 
unfortunate in marriage, 
that your partner will be 
inconstant, and that you will 
be made unhappy.

denotes that you will be 
engaged in quarrels, 
lawsuits, and domestic 
disagreements; your 
partner for life will be a 
vixen, and fail in the 
performance of her nuptial 
duties, and make you 
unhappy.

Four denotes inconstancy for the 
sake of money, and change 
of object.

shows that the person will 
not be married until very 
late in life, and that this will 
proceed from too great a 
delicacy in making a 
choice.

shows speedy sickness, 
and that your friends will 
injure your fortune.

notes incontinence' in the 
person to whom you will be 
married, and great vexation 
to yourself, through the 
greatest part of your life.

Five shows you will be married 
to a person who will better 
your circumstances.

shows a wavering and 
unsteady disposition, never 
attached to one object, and 
free from any violent 
passion or attachment.

will give very little 
interpretation of your 
success; it promises you 
good luck in the choice of a 
companion for life; that you 
will meet with one very fond 
of you, and immoderately 
attached to the joys of 
Hymen, (that is to say fond 
of lovemaking); but shows 
temper rather sullen.

shows that you will have 
good children, who will 
endeavour to make your life 
easy.

Six shows that you will engage 
in a very lucrative 
partnership, and that your 
children will do well.

shows a generous, open, 
and credulous disposition, 
easily imposed upon, and 
ever the dupe of flatterers, 
but the good-natured friend 
of the distressed; if this 
card come before your King 
or Queen you will be the 
dupe, if after, you will have 
the better.

marks an early marriage 
and premature widowhood, 
but that the second 
marriage will probably be 
more unfortunate.

Seven promises the most brilliant 
fortune, and complete 
happiness that this world 
can afford; but beware of 
the opposite sex, from 
whom alone you can 
experience misfortune.

shows the person to be 
fickle, and of an unfaithful 
disposition addicted to 
vice, and incontinent, and 
subject to the mean art of 
recrimination to excuse 
themselves, although 
without foundation.


shows the loss of a 
valuable friend, whose 
death will plunge you into 
very great distress.


denotes that you will be 
troubled by the infidelity of 
your conjugal partner, or 
lover, and loss of property.

Eight shows the party to be 
covetous, and exceeding 
fond of money; that he will 
obtain it, but that it will 
rather prove a torment than 
a comfort to him, as he will 
not make a proper use of it.

is a sign of drinking and 
feasting.

shows that you will 
experience strong 
opposition from your 
friends, or whom you 
imagine to be such; if this 
card comes close to you, 
abandon your enterprise, 
and pursue another plan.

shows that the person in 
youth will be an enemy to 
marriage and so run the risk 
of dying unmarried; but if 
such person do marry, it will 
be late in life, and with one 
whose disposition is so ill 
suited to their own that it 
will be the cause of great 
unhappiness.
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Universal Dream Book 1816


Nine shows that you will 
displease some of your 
friends by too steady 
adherence to your own way 
of thinking.

promises wealth, grandeur, 
and high esteem; if cards 
that are unfavourable stand 
near it, you must look for 
disappointments and a 
reverse; if favourable cards 
follow these at a small 
distance, expect to retrieve 
your losses, whether of 
peace or of goods.

is the worst card in the 
whole pack; it portends 
dangerous sickness, a total 
loss of fortune, cruel 
calamities, and endless 
dissensions in your family.

declares that the person will 
be of a roving disposition, 
never contented with his 
lot.

Ten denotes great riches from 
an unexpected quarter, but 
it also threatens that you 
will at the same time lose a 
dear friend.

shows good-nature and 
many children; it is a 
corrective of the bad tidings 
of the cards that may stand 
next to it; and if 
neighbouring cards are of 
good import, it ascertains 
and confirms their value.

is a card of bad import; it 
will, in a great measure, 
counteract the good effects 
of the cards near you.

promises a country 
husband or wife, with great 
wealth, and many children, 
the card next to it will be 
the number of children; it 
also signifies a purse of 
gold.

Knave shows a generous, sincere 
friend, who will exert 
himself warmly for your 
interest and welfare.

is a person of no particular 
sex, but always the dearest 
friend or nearest relation of 
the consulting party. You 
must pay great attention to 
the cards that stand next to 
the Knave, as from them 
alone you can judge 
whether the person it 
represents will favour your 
inclination or not.

shows a person who, 
although he has your 
welfare at heart, will be too 
indolent to pursue it with 
zeal, unless you take 
frequent opportunities of 
rousing his attention.

however nearly related, will 
look more after his own 
interest than yours; he will 
be tenacious of his own 
opinion, and fly off if 
contradicted.

Queen shows a tender, mild, and a 
somewhat amorous 
disposition, one who will 
probably yield her maiden 
person to a generous lover 
before the matrimonial knot 
be tied, but they will be 
happy; love each other, and 
be married.

denotes a woman of a fair 
complexion, faithful and 
affectionate.

shows a person that will be 
corrupted by the great of 
both sexes; if she is 
handsome, great attempts 
will be made on her virtue.

signifies that the woman 
shall be fond of company, a 
coquette, and not over 
virtuous.

King announces a man who is 
humane, upright, 
affectionate, and faithful in 
all his engagements; happy 
himself, and striving to 
make all happy who are 
connected with him.

shows a man of a good-
natured disposition, rather 
hasty and passionate, rash 
in his undertakings, and 
very amorous.

shows a man ambitious and 
successful at court, or with 
some great man, who will 
have it in his power to 
advance him, but let him 
beware of a reverse.

shows a man of a fiery 
temper, preserving his 
anger long, seeking for 
opportunities of revenge, 
and obstinate in his 
resolution.
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Chamber’s Book Of Days 1863


Clubs Hearts Spades Diamonds

Ace A letter.
 The house of the person 
consulting the decrees 
of fate.

Death; malice; a duel; a 
general misfortune.

A wedding ring. An offer 
of marriage.

Deuce Vexation, 
disappointment.


Success in life, position 
in society, and a happy 
marriage, attained by 
virtuous discretion.

A removal
 A clandestine 
engagement. A card of 
caution.


Trey Quarrels. Or in reference 
to time may signify three 
years, three months, 
three weeks, or three 
days. It also denotes 
that a person will be 
married more than once.

Poverty, shame and 
sorrow, caused by 
imprudence. A card of 
caution.


A journey by land. Tears.
 Domestic troubles, 
quarrels and 
unhappiness.


Four Danger of misfortunes 
caused by inconstancy, 
or capricious temper. A 
card of caution.

Domestic troubles 
caused by jealousy.


Sickness.
 An unfaithful friend. A 
secret betrayed.


Five A happy, though not 
wealthy marriage.


A present.
 Great danger from 
giving way to bad 
temper. A card of 
caution.

Unexpected news, 
generally of a good 
kind.


Six Competence by hard-
working industry.

Honourable courtship.
 A child. To the 
unmarried a card of 
caution.

Marriage early in life, 
succeeded by widow-
hood.

Seven A prison. Danger arising 
from the opposite sex. A 
card of caution.


Many good friends.
 Unexpected poverty 
caused by the death of 
a relative. A lean sorrow.

Satire. Scandal. 
Unpleasant business 
matters.


Eight Danger from 
covetousness. A card of 
caution.


Fine clothes. Pleasure. 
Mixing in good society. 
Going to balls, theatres, 
etc.

Great danger from 
imprudence. A card of 
caution.


A happy prudent 
marriage, though rather 
late in life.


Nine Danger caused by 
drunkenness. A card of 
caution.


Wealth. High position in 
society. The wish-card.


Grief: ruin: sickness: 
death


A roving disposition, 
combined with 
honourable and 
successful adventure in 
foreign lands.

Ten Unexpected wealth, 
through the death of a 
relative. A fat Sorrow.


Health and happiness, 
with many children.


Disgrace: crime: 
imprisonment. Death on 
the scaffold. A card of 
caution.

Money: Success in 
honourable business.

Knave A sincere, but rather 
hasty-tempered friend.

An unselfish relative. A 
sincere friend.

A lawyer. A person to be 
shunned.


A selfish and deceitful 
relative: fair and false.

Queen A woman of the same 
complexion, agreeable, 
genteel, and witty


A woman of the same 
complexion as the King; 
faithful, prudent, and 
affectionate.


A very dark-
complexioned woman, 
of malicious disposition. 
A widow.

A very fair woman, fond 
of gaiety, and a 
coquette.


King A dark complexioned 
man, though not so dark 
as the king of Spades: 
upright, true, and 
affectionate.

A fair, but not very fair, 
complexioned man: 
good natured, but rather 
obstinate, and, when 
angered, not easily 
appeased.

A man of very dark 
complexion, ambitious 
and unscrupulous.


A man of very fair 
complexion; quick to 
anger, but soon 
appeased.
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A.E.Waite 1889


Clubs Hearts Spades Diamonds

Ace Wealth, happiness and 
peace of mind


The house, if attended 
by Spades, it foretells 
quarrelling If by Hearts, 
altercation and 
friendship, if by 
Diamonds, money and 
distant friends- if by 
Clubs, feasting and 
merrymaking.

Great misfortune, spite. A letter-but from whom 
and what about must be 
judged by the 
neighbouring cards.

Deuce A disappointment.
 Great success, but 
equal care and attention 
needed to secure it.

A removal
 An engagement against 
the wishes of friends.


Trey Shows that a person will 
be more than once 
married.

Sorrow caused by a 
person's own 
imprudence.

A journey.
 Quarrels, law-suits and 
domestic 
disagreements.

Four Cautiousness against 
inconstancy or change 
of object for the sake of 
money.

A person not easily won.
 Sickness.
 Trouble arising from 
unfaithful friends; also a 
betrayed secret.

Five A prudent marriage. Troubles caused by 
unfounded jealousy.

Shows that a bad 
temper requires 
correcting.

Unexpected news.


Six Predicts a lucrative 
business.

A generous but 
credulous person. 
Honourable courtship.

Wealth through industry. Early marriage and 
widowhood.

Seven Promises good fortune 
and happiness, but bids 
a person beware of the 
opposite sex.

A fickle and false friend, 
against whom be on 
your guard.


Loss of a friend, 
attended with much 
trouble.

Satire, evil speaking.


Eight A covetous man. It also 
warns against 
speculations.

Pleasure, company. Warns a person to be 
cautious in his 
undertakings.

A marriage late in life.


Nine Disobedience to friends' 
wishes.


Wealth and high 
esteem. Also the wish 
card.

A card of very bad 
import, foretelling 
sickness and 
misfortune.

Shows that a person is 
fond of roving.

Ten Unexpected riches, and 
loss of a dear friend.


is prophetic of 
happiness and many 
children; is corrective of 
the bad tidings of cards 
next to it, and confirms 
their good tidings.

Grief, imprisonment. Money.

Knave A sincere but hasty 
friend Also a dark man’s 
thoughts.

The dearest friend of the 
consulting party. Also a 
fair person’s thoughts.

An indolent, envious 
person; a dark man's 
thoughts.


A near relation who 
considers only his own 
interests. Also a fair 
person's thoughts.

Queen A dark woman, gentle 
and pleasing.

A fair woman, faithful, 
prudent and 
affectionate.

A malicious, dark 
woman, generally a 
widow.

A fair woman, fond of 
company and a 
coquette.

King A dark man, upright, 
Faithful and affectionate 
in disposition.

A fair man, of good 
natured disposition, but 
hasty and rash.

A dark, ambitious man. A fair man, hot 
tempered, obstinate and 
revengeful.
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Signification of different cards of the same denomination 
coming together, or following each other.  

A.E.Waite 1889

Four Three Two

Aces announce danger, failure 
in business and 
sometimes 
imprisonment. If one or 
more of them be 
reversed the danger will 
be lessened, but that is 
all.

coming in the same 
manner, signify good 
tidings; if reversed, folly.

A plot; if reversed, it will 
not succeed.

Kings Honours, preferment, 
good appointments. 
Reversed, the good 
things will be of less 
value, but will arrive 
earlier.

A consultation on 
important busies, the 
result of which will be 
highly satisfactory; if 
reversed, success will be 
doubtful.

A partnership in 
business, if reversed, a 
dissolution of the same. 
Sometimes this only 
denotes friendly 
projects.

Queens Company, society; one 
or more reversed 
denotes that the 
entertainment will not go 
off well.

Friendly calls; reversed- 
chattering and scandal, 
or deceit.

A meeting between 
friends;, reversed- 
poverty, and troubles in 
which one will involve 
the other.

Knaves A noisy party, mostly 
young people; reversed- 
a drinking bout.

False friends; reversed-a 
quarrel with some low 
person.

Evil intentions; reversed 
danger.

Tens Great success in 
projected enterprises; 
reversed- the success 
will not be so brilliant, 
but still it will be sure.

Improper conduct; 
reversed- failure.

Change of trade or 
profession; reversed- 
denotes that the 
prospect is only a 
distant one.

Nines A great surprise; 
reversed- a public 
dinner.

Joy; fortune, health; 
reversed- wealth lost by 
imprudence.

A little gain; reversed- 
trifling losses at cards.

Eights A short journey; 
reversed- the return of a 
friend or relative.

Thoughts of marriage; 
reversed- folly, flirtation.

A brief love-dream; 
reversed- small 
pleasures and trifling 
pains.

Sevens Intrigues among 
servants or low people, 
threats, snares and 
disputes; reversed- that 
their malice will be 
impotent to harm, for the 
punishment will fall on 
themselves.

Sickness, premature old 
age; reversed- slight and 
brief indisposition.

 Levity; reversed-regret.
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